
Saints Cyril & Methodius November 7, 2021 Town Hall Meeting Report 

A big “Thank You” to all who attended the November 7 Town Hall meeting! It was mentioned that this is the 

first Town Hall meeting in possibly 10 years. It was clear from the many positive comments following the 

meeting that those in attendance appreciated the effort, especially the Q&A session at the end.  The Parish 

Council Charter requires Town Hall meetings twice annually, the next meeting will be Spring 2022. 

Approximately 45 people attended.  Handouts provided showed the parish vision, mission, efforts to achieve 

the mission and a ministries map (See attached). Jan Kuhtic opened with a prayer and welcoming message.  

The Parish Council was introduced – Tom Madden, Chair;  Jan Khutic Vice-Chair; Liz Chlebana; Annette 

Vandervort; Judy Taylor; Manuel Lopez (absent) and there is one position open on the Council. Anyone 

interested can contact Tom or Jan for consideration. 

Tom reviewed the ministry map, explaining that the ministry Commission Coordinators are “servants” to their 

group of ministries, working to assure that the their ministries have their needs met. They are the primary 

communicator to their ministry leaders, Fr. Evelio, the Parish Council, and other coordinators. They are also 

responsible for developing mission and goals with each ministry. 

It should be noted that as a small parish of 225 families there are 120+ volunteers involved in approximately 

50 ministries of the parish.  While we may be a rural parish we are far from being a sleepy parish, this level of 

participation is to be applauded!  

Each Ministry Commission Coordinator was introduced and briefly covered their commission ministries and 

status (See attached):   

Tom talked about the inevitability of, and our response to, change:  starting with Fr. Alphonse leaving, Fr. Ken 

filling in, then Fr. Evelio assigned to SSCM – all within 18 months and during a pandemic. How did we respond?  

Fr Evelio implemented streaming the mass, and the new Parish Council took responsibility for trying to keep 

the parish community together and informed by arranging phone calls to each household, followed by post 

cards, and a quarterly newsletter.  We ask you to prayerfully consider all the other changes since Fr. Evelio 

arrived.  Looking forward, you can plan on Fr. Evelio continuing to update the church facilities. In addition, the 

Parish Council recently sent to the Finance Council a list of project needs that have accumulated over the past 

few years. The list includes classrooms on the north side of the hall, kitchen storage, improved handicap 

parking and narthex changes. The Finance Council will prioritize and pursue funding for the projects.  We see 

all of this as positive and energizing. 

Q&A Discussion – Tom Madden responded to the questions, others added comments as needed. 

The Q&A session opened by asking for input on activity development. (Reoccurring activities parishioners would like to 
see versus “big events.”)  Also, we are in the discussion phase of re-introducing Small Faith Communities; let us know if 
you would like to be involved. Finally, we are looking at creating a small bulletin insert that would cover specific 
Catholicism topics starting with trial inserts to determine if parishioners like this approach. 
 
Question:  Can we (parishioners) get a report on what the St Vincent de Paul group is doing? 
Answer:  Yes! We will include an article in the January newsletter outlining their various works and what they have 
accomplished. 
 



Question: How can we see the newsletter if we don’t have internet? Can it be put on the My Parish App? 
Answer: We will get copies printed, starting in January, and we will find out if it can put on the My Parish App. 
 
Question: Some parents cannot afford to pay for CCD, what can be done? 
Answer:  Those that cannot pay can receive assistance. Just talk confidentially with the CCD leader. 
 
Question:  Same question for the adult workshops, some are expensive and there are times when the money is not 
there. 
Answer: Same response as above: just let us know and we will make sure you can participate.  Also, as a help to all those 
interested in study programs at SSCM: the parish is going to have access to “Formed” starting in January 2022. 
(“FORMED provides Catholic content from more than 60 organizations to help parishes, families and individuals explore 
their faith with thousands of movies, children’s programs, ebooks, audio, parish programs and studies direct to your 
browser, mobile or connected device.”  
 
Question:  Will the song words continue to be displayed on the wall during Mass or will songs books be provided? 
Answer:  The words will continue to be displayed and a limited number of song books will be provided. Also, we have 
heard that large screens may be replacing the projectors.  More to come on that. 
 
Question:  When will the parish directory be updated? 
Answer:  It happens every five years and is planned for 2022.  More information will be provided as it draws closer. 
 
Question:  More handicapped parking is needed at the East Door.  
Answer:  That request was included in the project list sent to the Finance Council.  Parish Council will follow-up on the 
list prioritization and possible timing. Also, the Finance Council members are listed in the bulletin just as the Parish 
Council members are listed. We encourage you to contact them directly regarding your concerns. 
 
Question:  Can the old rectory be sold to pay for the projects? 
Answer:  All church properties are owned by the Diocese. We can use the house, as has been done in the past, for 
meetings, guest accommodations, etc., but we have no rights to the property.  
 
Question: Can the bulletin be made more readable? The type is small and it appears cluttered. It would be helpful if 
there was an “education” or “general information” page for events not directly related to the parish such as the 
Diocesan nurse group, exercise group, or sub groups of Miriam’s Guild. 
Answer:  We made suggestions to the parish office but have not yet heard back. We will follow-up. 
 
Question:  Will the Finance Council be getting an email address like the Parish Council? 
Answer:  We will encourage that. 
 
If you have any questions regarding the meeting contact any of the Parish Council members or send an email to 
SSCMParishCouncil@gmail.com 


